
Lesson 190

A Sinful Marriage 
And A Sinful Nation

Hosea



MEMORY VERSE
HOSEA 4:1
“Hear the word of the LORD, you children of Israel, for the
LORD brings a charge against the inhabitants of the land:
‘there is no truth or mercy or knowledge of God in the
land.’”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
Two pairs of adult shoes.

An “I Follow Jesus“ Tie template for each child, copied onto
cardstock, markers or crayons, scissors, a hole punch and yarn.

ATTENTION GETTER!

The Wave
Have your entire class stand in a single-file line.  Explain that the
leader will make a movement, such as raising both hands over his
or her head.  The next person in line will follow, but the third
person will keep his or her eyes on the second person and not
perform the action until the second person has completed it.  This
process will continue down the line until every player has
performed the action in turn.  The result will be a pattern, like a
“wave.”

Some other actions that the leader might do are bending down on
one knee, leaning far to the left or right, raising and lowering a leg
to the side, putting hands on hips, or jumping straight up.
Optional: try adding music once the children have caught on.

Use this activity to introduce today’s lesson and to show how
important it is to follow Jesus no matter what.  



LESSON TIME!
Hosea, whose name means help, or salvation, served as a prophet
during the same time as Isaiah and Amos.  His book is the first of
the Minor Prophets.  Hosea prophesied primarily to the northern
kingdom of Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II, king of Israel,
and the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah.  (Israel, at that time was divided:  the northern kingdom,
Israel; the southern kingdom, Judah).

Although there existed times of “outward” prosperity in the
country, inwardly, Israel had become very corrupt.  Forsaking the
worship of God, the people began to embrace false idols and
participate in pagan practices.  Though Israel’s love for God had
changed, God’s love for His people had not changed.  The heart of
God was broken.  Hosea was sent by God to construct a picture
designed to show Israel His perspective on this broken relationship.
Man’s rebellion breaks the heart of God.

HOS EA 1:1-10:  
The  w ord  o f  the  LORD  that  c am e to  Hosea the  son  o f
Beer i ,  i n  the  days  o f  Uz z i ah ,  J o tham , Ahaz ,  and
Hez ek iah ,  k ings  o f  J u dah ,  and  in  the  days  o f
J eroboam  the  son  o f  J oash ,  k ing o f  I s rae l .

When  the  LORD  began  to  sp eak  by  Hosea,  the  LORD
said  t o  Hosea:  "Go ,  t ake  you rse l f  a  w i f e  o f  har lo t ry
And  c h i ld ren  o f  har lo t ry ,  For  the  l and  has  c om m i t t ed
great  har lo t ry  By  dep ar t ing f rom  the  LORD ."

S o  he  w en t  and  took  Gom er  the  dau gh ter  o f  D ibl aim ,
and  she  c onc e iv ed  and  bore  h im  a son .



Then  the  LORD  said  t o  h im : "Cal l  h i s  nam e J ez ree l ,
For  in  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  I  w i l l  av enge  the  bloodshed  o f
J ez ree l  on  the  hou se  o f  J ehu ,  And  br ing an  end  to  the
k ingdom  of  the  hou se  o f  I s rae l .

I t  shal l  c om e to  p as s  in  that  day  That  I  w i l l  break  the
bow  o f  I s rae l  in  the  Val l ey  o f  J ez ree l ."

And  she  c onc e iv ed  again  and  bore  a dau gh ter .  Then
God  said  t o  h im : "Cal l  her  nam e Lo -Ru ham ah ,  For  I
w i l l  no  l onger  hav e  m erc y  on  the  hou se  o f  I s rae l ,  Bu t
I  w i l l  u t t er l y  t ake  them  aw ay .

Yet  I  w i l l  hav e  m erc y  on  the  hou se  o f  J u dah ,  Wi l l
s av e  them  by  the  LORD  the i r  God ,  And  w i l l  no t  s av e
them  by  bow , N or  by  sw ord  or  bat t l e ,  By  horses  or
horsem en ."

N ow  w hen  she  had  w eaned  Lo -Ru ham ah ,  she
c onc e iv ed  and  bore  a son .

Then  God  said :  "Cal l  h i s  nam e Lo -Am m i ,  For  you  are
not  M y p eop le ,  And  I  w i l l  no t  be  you r  God .

"Yet  the  nu m ber  o f  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l  S hal l  be  as
the  sand  o f  the  s ea,  Wh ic h  c annot  be  m easu red  or
nu m bered .  And  i t  shal l  c om e to  p as s  In  the  p l ac e
w here  i t  w as  s aid  t o  them , 'You  are  not  M y p eop le , '
There  i t  shal l  be  said  t o  them , 'You  are  sons  o f  the
l i v ing God . '



At the beginning of Hosea’s ministry, God commanded Hosea to
marry an immoral woman, Gomer.  Why would God ask Hosea, who
loved and served God, to marry such a woman?  God was creating a
picture of His relationship with the unfaithful nation of Israel.  
Hosea’s experiences were to depict God’s experiences.  Gomer’s
unfaithfulness hurt Hosea deeply; likewise, Israel’s sin and
rebellion broke the heart of God.

Hosea and Gomer had three children.  Then, Gomer left Hosea for a
life of sin; but, Hosea never stopped loving his wife--just like God
never stopped loving Israel.  Eventually, Gomer ended up as the
slave to another man.  

When we put anything above God in our hearts we become guilty of
idol worship, and we break God’s heart.  God desires a deep and
meaningful relationship with us.  When our attention is divided,
we easily become slaves to that which we are worshipping.  We can
find ourselves like Gomer, far away from the only one who loves us
truly.  Man’s rebellion breaks the heart of God.

HOS EA 3:1-5:
Then  the  LORD  said  t o  m e ,  "Go  again ,  l ov e  a w om an
w ho i s  l ov ed  by  a l ov er  and  i s  c om m i t t ing adu l t ery ,
j u s t  l i k e  the  l ov e  o f  the  LORD  f or  the  c h i ld ren  o f
I s rae l ,  w ho  l ook  t o  o ther  gods  and  l ov e  the  rai s in
c akes  o f  the  p agans ."

S o  I  bou gh t  her  f or  m yse l f  f or  f i f t een  sheke l s  o f
s i l v er ,  and  one  and  one-hal f  hom ers  o f  bar l ey .

And  I  s aid  t o  her ,  "You  shal l  s t ay  w i th  m e m any  days ;
you  shal l  no t  p l ay  the  har lo t ,  nor  shal l  you  hav e  a
m an ;  so ,  t oo ,  w i l l  I  be  t ow ard  you ."



For  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l  shal l  abide  m any  days
w i thou t  k ing or  p r inc e ,  w i thou t  s ac r i f i c e  or  s ac red
p i l l ar ,  w i thou t  ep hod  or  t erap h im .

Af t erw ard  the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l  shal l  r e tu rn  and
seek  the  LORD  the i r  God  and  D av id  the i r  k ing.  They
shal l  f ear  the  LORD  and  Hi s  goodnes s  in  the  l at t er
days .

The Lord told Hosea to buy back Gomer and restore her to the
position of his wife.  A beautiful picture of redemption is created.
God has bought us back from the enemy of sin that held us captive.
The Bible says, “…The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).  We owed a
debt we could not pay.  Jesus, our Redeemer, paid our debt when
He took our punishment on the cross.  To redeem means to “buy
back.”  No longer slaves, sentenced to death, we have been forgiven
and restored to fellowship with God.  We now enjoy a deep and
meaningful relationship with God as His own dear children.

Walking in Someone Else’s Shoes
Hosea’s calling was not easy.  When Hosea allowed his life and
relationships to show a picture of God’s relationship with the
nation Israel, it was like Hosea was “walking in God’s shoes.”

Have the class split into two equal teams.  Make two single file lines.
Have all of the children take off their shoes.  At the other end of the
room, have two pairs of adult shoes.  When you say, “go” the first
child in line will run to the other end of the room and put on the
adult shoes and lace them up.  Next, they will walk back to their
team and give the shoes to the next person who will take the shoes
to the other end of the room and come back.  The third person will
then go to the end and put on the shoes, etc.  Continue play in this
pattern until there is a pattern.  Keep playing until the children tire
of the game.



HOS EA:  11:1-11:
"When  I s rae l  w as  a c h i ld ,  I  l ov ed  h im , And  ou t  o f
Egyp t  I  c al l ed  M y son .

As  they  c al l ed  them , S o  they  w en t  f rom  them ; They
sac r i f i c ed  t o  the  Baal s ,  And  bu rned  inc ense  t o  c arv ed
im ages .

" I  t au gh t  Ep hraim  to  w alk ,  Tak ing them  by  the i r
arm s ;  Bu t  they  d id  not  know  that  I  heal ed  them .

I  d rew  them  w i th  gen t l e  c ord s ,  Wi th  bands  o f  l ov e ,
And  I  w as  t o  them  as  those  w ho  t ake  the  yoke  f rom
thei r  nec k .  I  s t oop ed  and  f ed  them .

"He shal l  no t  re tu rn  t o  the  l and  o f  Egyp t ;  Bu t  the
Assyr i an  shal l  be  h i s  k ing,  Bec au se  they  re f u sed  t o
rep en t .

And  the  sw ord  shal l  s l ash  in  h i s  c i t i es ,  D ev ou r  h i s
d i s t r i c t s ,  And  c onsu m e them , Bec au se  o f  the i r  ow n
c ou nse l s .

M y  p eop le  are  ben t  on  bac ks l id ing f rom  M e.  Thou gh
they  c al l  t o  the  M os t  High ,  N one  at  al l  exal t  Him .

"How  c an  I  gi v e  you  u p ,  Ep hraim ? How  c an  I  hand  you
ov er ,  I s rae l ? How  c an  I  m ake  you  l i ke  Adm ah? How
c an  I  s e t  you  l i ke  Z ebo i im ? M y hear t  c hu rns  w i th in
M e;  M y  sym p athy  i s  s t i r red .

I  w i l l  no t  exec u te  the  f i erc enes s  o f  M y  anger ;  I  w i l l
no t  again  des t roy  Ep hraim . For  I  am  God ,  and  not
m an ,  The  Ho ly  One in  you r  m ids t ;  And  I  w i l l  no t
c om e w i th  t er ror .



"They  shal l  w alk  af t er  the  LORD . He  w i l l  roar  l i k e  a
l i on .  When  He  roars ,  Then  Hi s  sons  shal l  c om e
t rem bl ing f rom  the  w es t ;

They  shal l  c om e t rem bl ing l i k e  a bi rd  f rom  Egyp t ,
L i ke  a dov e  f rom  the  l and  o f  As syr i a .  And  I  w i l l  l e t
them  dw el l  i n  the i r  hou ses ,"  S ays  the  LORD .

Despite the nation Israel’s unfaithfulness to God, His love for them
never stopped.  In verse one, God declares his love for Israel,
“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my
son.”  Israel was God’s chosen people and called his son.  God
brought them out of Egypt, showing His love and giving them the
land of Canaan as an inheritance for many generations.  

When we read Matthew 2:15, “...Out of Egypt I called my Son,” we
can see that God also had in mind His own Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, when Hosea spoke these words.  C.I. Scofield comments on
Hosea 11:l as follows:  “…the passage illustrates the principle that
prophecies often have a deeper meaning than at first appears.
Israel, as a nation, was a son (Exodus 4:22), but Christ was the
greater Son.”  Jesus was called out of Egypt, and He was the One
who greatly pleased the Father.  

In tender love, God brought His children, Israel, out of the terrible
bondage of Egypt.  How sad that they turned their hearts far from
Him.  God’s tender care for His children is so clearly pictured as
God describes how He had taught Ephraim to take his earliest steps,
as it were, holding his arms and directing his way.  God drew them
with gentle cords and with bands of love, delivering them from
their yoke (bondage) and providing all their needs.  Just like an
ungrateful child, Israel forgot the One to whom they owed so
much, and did not know that He had healed them.



Though Israel thought to return to Egypt, God would allow the
Assyrians to rule over them.  Israel had forgotten God and sown to
wickedness; they had walked in “their own counsels” (verse 6), and
would experience the consequences of their foolish choices.
Though He continually called Israel to repentance, God said His
people were “bent on backsliding” from Him (verse 7).  How sad!

In verse 8, we witness the broken heart of God--“How can I give you
up? ...My heart churns within Me, My sympathy is stirred.” Man’s
rebellion breaks the heart of God. Yet, though His people
refused to acknowledge Him, had turned their back on Him, and
were worshipping idols, God could not  let them go.  It is
comforting to understand God’s deep love for us and to realize He
is not like a man.  Even though we may break God’s heart, we do
not alter His love or His Word and purposes.  Though we may fail
Him; He will not fail us.  He will never leave us or forsake us
(Hebrews 13:5).

Though Ephraim should have been destroyed for their sin, God
preserved a remnant in grace, which shall yet “walk after the Lord.”
In the day that “He will roar like a lion.” When Jesus Christ, the lion
of the tribe of Judah comes again, He shall let out a roar like a
lion—He will come in triumph, power, and great glory.  In His love,
He will place them “in their houses.”  

Just as Gomer had been unfaithful; Israel had been unfaithful.
They were ungrateful to God who had delivered them.  They loved
their idols.  They did not know the God who healed them. They
refused altogether to acknowledge God.  They did not want to
repent and change.  All of this broke God’s heart.  In Matthew 23:37,
Jesus laments over Jerusalem:  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one
who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How
often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!”



Man’s rebellion breaks the heart of God.  Though God’s heart
was broken, we see God’s faithful, deep, love to His wayward
children.  Israel would experience consequences for their sin, yet
God pointed them to a future, brighter, day.  How amazing is the
love of God!

How good it is to know the heart of God for us—His deep and
consistent love.  We, like the nation Israel and like Gomer, are
prone to failure and unfaithfulness to God.  Yet, God’s love is a
redeeming love.  He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the debt we
owed and restore us to Himself.

“I Follow Jesus” Tie
You will need a template for each child in your classroom, markers
or crayons, scissors, a hole-punch and yarn.  Follow the
instructions included with the template.

Hosea had to make a decision to follow God no matter what.  We
also need to follow God.

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s consistent
love and a prayer of commitment to forsake anything in their lives
that has become more important than God.  If there are any
children who have not yet responded to the Gospel, give them
opportunity.



Template - I Will Follow Jesus Tie

Copy ties onto white 
cardstock.
Color and decorate.
Cut out tie.
Punch holes at top.
Use yarn to tie around 
neck, but not too tight.
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2.
3.
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