
Lesson 055

Joshua Becomes Israel’s New Leader

Joshua 1



Memory Verse:
JOSHUA 1:8
“This book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth,
but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may
observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you
will have good success.”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
A magnet, paper and paper clips.

As many 6” - 8”strips of leather, or 6”- 8” strips of string as the
number of children in your class.

As many copies of the enclosed artwork sheets as the number of
children in your class, markers or crayons, scissors and brads
(paper fasteners).

ATTENTION GRABBER!

Not Seeing Is Believing
You will need a magnet and some paper clips.  Using a sheet of
paper, put some paper clips on top of the sheet of paper and the
magnet underneath.  Move the paper clips around using the
magnet.  You can also allow some of the children to experiment
with this, as time allows.  

As you are moving the paper clips explain that even though we do
not “see” the magnet it is still there moving the paper clips.  It is
like that with God.  We may not actually “see” Him, but we know
that He has always promised to be with us because He has promised
to never leave nor forsake us in His word.



LESSON TIME!
Forty years have passed since the children of Israel first started
wandering in the wilderness.  It is now time for them to march into
Canaan and take possession of the land God had promised them.
Last week, we learned that Moses died; God will appoint a new
leader.   Leading God’s people into battle could seem pretty scary.
But, God will encourage His new leader, just as He encourages us.
We need not fear, for God is with us.

J OS HUA 1:1-9
Af t er  the  death  o f  M oses  the  s erv an t  o f  the  LORD , i t
c am e to  p as s  that  the  LORD  sp oke  t o  J oshu a the  son
of  N u n ,  M oses '  as s i s t an t ,  s ay ing:  

"M oses  M y serv an t  i s  dead .  N ow  theref ore ,  ar i s e ,  go
ov er  th i s  J ordan ,  you  and  al l  t h i s  p eop le ,  t o  the  l and
w h ic h  I  am  giv ing t o  them ; the  c h i ld ren  o f  I s rae l .

"Ev ery  p l ac e  that  the  so l e  o f  you r  f oo t  w i l l  t read
u p on  I  hav e  gi v en  you ,  as  I  s aid  t o  M oses .  

"From  the  w i ldernes s  and  th i s  Lebanon  as  f ar  as  the
great  r i v er ,  the  R iv er  Eu p hrat es ,  a l l  t he  l and  o f  the
Hi t t i t es ,  and  to  the  Great  S ea t ow ard  the  go ing dow n
of  the  su n ,  shal l  be  you r  t er r i t ory .

"N o  m an  shal l  be  abl e  t o  s t and  bef ore  you  al l  t he
days  o f  you r  l i f e ;  as  I  w as  w i th  M oses ,  so  I  w i l l  be
w i th  you .  I  w i l l  no t  l eav e  you  nor  f or sake  you .  

"Be  s t rong and  o f  good  c ou rage ,  f or  t o  th i s  p eop le
you  shal l  d i v ide  as  an  inher i t anc e  the  l and  w h i c h  I
sw ore  t o  the i r  f athers  t o  gi v e  them .



"On ly  be  s t rong and  v ery  c ou rageou s ,  that  you  m ay
observ e  t o  do  ac c ord ing t o  al l  t he  l aw  w h i c h  M oses
M y serv an t  c om m anded  you ;  do  not  tu rn  f rom  i t  t o
the  r i gh t  hand  or  t o  the  l e f t ,  t hat  you  m ay  p rosp er
w herev er  you  go .

"Th i s  Book  o f  the  Law  shal l  no t  dep ar t  f rom  you r
m ou th ,  bu t  you  shal l  m ed i t at e  in  i t  day  and  n igh t ,
that  you  m ay  observ e  t o  do  ac c ord ing t o  al l  t hat  i s
w r i t t en  in  i t .  For  then  you  w i l l  m ake  you r  w ay
p rosp erou s ,  and  then  you  w i l l  hav e  good  su c c es s .

"Hav e  I  no t  c om m anded  you ? Be  s t rong and  o f  good
c ou rage ;  do  not  be  af raid ,  nor  be  d i sm ayed ,  f or  the
LORD  you r  God  i s  w i th  you  w herev er  you  go ."

After the death of Moses, God spoke to Joshua and commissioned
him to be the new leader.  God promised him the land of Canaan,
just as He had promised Moses.  He told him that every place the
sole of his foot touched would belong to the children of Israel!  He
assured Joshua that as long as He was with him, no man could
stand against him.  God promised to be with him all the days of his
life, “as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you
nor forsake you.”

What an awesome promise!  Joshua may have felt overwhelmed by
his commission.  It was probably scary to look out at those millions
of people knowing the responsibility for leading them rested on his
shoulders.  Was Joshua to do this by himself?  No, that’s why God
promised to be with him and told Joshua not to be afraid.  We
need not fear, for God is with us.



How would Joshua know what to do?  How would he know he was
making wise decisions?  God commanded him to meditate on His
Word day and night and not to turn from His Word to the right
hand or to the left.  If he followed God’s law, he would become
prosperous and have good success.

We, as children of God, have the very same promise that God gave
to Joshua!  God will never leave us nor forsake us.  He is always with
us; we need not be afraid.  It says in Romans 8:31b, “If God be for
us, who can be against us?”  We need not fear, for God is with
us.

As Joshua, we need direction for our lives.  As God commanded
Joshua to meditate on His Word day and night, so we will know His
will as we read our Bibles and make His Word our meditation.

What kind of person can God choose to be a leader?  A person
cannot just jump in and lead a group of people in his own strength.
First, one who leads must be led, submitted to God--a person who
will follow God’s Word; he must be a person who knows who God is
and represents God to others.  Joshua was one of the twelve spies
sent to scout out the land of Canaan; he and another spy (Caleb)
were the only ones to give a favorable report (see Numbers 13:8, 16,
17; 14:6-9).  Joshua spent over 40 years watching God work.  He
spent years by Moses’ side humbly learning all that he could—sort
of like a “school of faith” that would prepare him to handle
difficult situations in the future and to lead God’s people.

God will take us through situations where the only thing we can do
is trust God.  He uses tough times to take us through a “school of
faith” just as He took the great people of the Bible through a school
of faith.  We need not be afraid, for God is with us and will
strengthen us to fulfill His calling for our lives.  We need not fear,
for God is with us.



4-Ever Bracelets
You will need strips of leather or string.  The age group of your
class will determine how much assistance will be needed to do the
craft.  Tie the strip or string around the child’s wrist according to
the diagram below.  Slide knots apart to tighten; slide knots
together to loosen.

During this activity, explain to the children that their bracelets are
in the shape of circles.  Like a circle that has no beginning or end,
God has promised to be with us forever.

Example of tying knot:

J OS HUA 1:10-15
Then  J oshu a c om m anded  the  o f f i c er s  o f  the  p eop le ,
s ay ing,

"Pas s  th rou gh  the  c am p  and  c om m and  the  p eop le ,
s ay ing,  'Prep are  p rov i s i ons  f or  you rse l v es ,  f or  w i th in
three  days  you  w i l l  c ros s  ov er  th i s  J ordan ,  t o  go  in
to  p os ses s  the  l and  w h i c h  the  LORD  you r  God  i s
gi v ing you  to  p os ses s . '"

And  to  the  Reu ben i t es ,  the  Gad i t es ,  and  hal f  the  t r ibe
o f  M anas seh  J oshu a sp oke ,  s ay ing,



"Rem em ber  the  w ord  w h i c h  M oses  the  s erv an t  o f  the
LORD  c om m anded  you ,  s ay ing,  'The  LORD  you r  God  i s
gi v ing you  res t  and  i s  gi v ing you  th i s  l and . '

"You r  w iv es ,  you r  l i t t l e  ones ,  and  you r  l i v es toc k
shal l  r em ain  in  the  l and  w h i c h  M oses  gav e  you  on
th i s  s ide  o f  the  J ordan .  Bu t  you  shal l  p as s  bef ore
you r  brethren  arm ed ,  al l  you r  m igh ty  m en  o f  v alor ,
and  he lp  them ,

"u n t i l  t he  LORD  has  gi v en  you r  brethren  res t ,  as  He
gav e  you ,  and  they  al so  hav e  t aken  p os ses s i on  o f  the
l and  w h i c h  the  LORD  you r  God  i s  gi v ing them . Then
you  shal l  r e tu rn  t o  the  l and  o f  you r  p os ses s i on  and
en joy  i t ,  w h i c h  M oses  the  Lord 's  s erv an t  gav e  you  on
th i s  s ide  o f  the  J ordan  tow ard  the  su nr i s e ."

Joshua assumed the position God gave to him.  Stepping out in
faith, he gave commands to the tribes of Israel to prepare
themselves for the conquest of Canaan.  He also reminded the
tribes of the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh
(tribes that chose to remain and settle outside the promised land)
that, according to the word of Moses, they must help their brethren
with their conquest of Canaan.

Note:  Moses exhorted the tribes (those who chose to remain settled
outside the land) to help  their brethren though the tribes would
gain nothing themselves for their efforts.  We should always be
willing to help others, especially our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Jesus said that people will know that we are His disciples by our
love for one another.

J OS HUA 1:16-18
S o  they  answ ered  J oshu a,  s ay ing,  "Al l  that  you
c om m and  u s  w e  w i l l  do ,  and  w herev er  you  send  u s
w e w i l l  go .



"J u s t  as  w e  heeded  M oses  in  al l  t h ings ,  so  w e  w i l l
heed  you .  On ly  the  LORD  you r  God  be  w i th  you ,  as  He
w as  w i th  M oses .

"Whoev er  rebe l s  again s t  you r  c om m and  and  does  not
heed  you r  w ords ,  i n  al l  t hat  you  c om m and  h im , shal l
be  p u t  t o  death .  On ly  be  s t rong and  o f  good  c ou rage ."

Here we see the people promising Joshua their obedience, not only
as a people, but as soldiers facing the battle.  Whenever we step into
God’s promises for us, we must realize that we have a very real
enemy who will try to do everything he can to stop us.

Just as the people promised they would obey in all things, without
questioning him or murmuring against him, so when our
“General,” the Lord, gives us a command, we must obey without
questioning or murmuring.

The people cried, “Only the Lord your God be with you, as He was
with Moses.”  The people trusted that God would be with Joshua
and that God would be the source of his power.

Then, the people encouraged Joshua with the same encouragement
that the Lord gave to Joshua, “Only be strong and of a good
courage.”  If we feel like our ‘enemy’ is attacking us, we too can take
comfort as did Joshua and “be strong and of good courage.”  In
Ephesians 6:10, we are exhorted “to be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might” (Ephesians 6:10).



Memory Verse Reminder
Refer to the enclosed artwork.  Have the children cut out the
memory verse rectangle with the memory verse on it.  Then, color
and cut out the sun, moon, and stars disk.  Attach with a brad to
the back of the sheet with the window.  Pictures should show
through the cut out window to represent day and night.  Option:
Gluing the rectangle to construction paper will make it sturdier.

As the children are constructing, remind them, “God will always be
there for us, day or night, all of the time!”

PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer to ask the Lord to help them
remember that He will never leave them nor forsake them; they
have nothing to fear.  If there are any children who have not yet
responded to the Gospel, give them the opportunity.



Template - Memory Verse Reminder

ton llahs waL eht fo kooB sihT
uoy tub ,htuom ruoy morf traped

,thgin dna yad ti ni etatidem llahs
gnidrocca od ot evresbo yam uoy taht
uoy neht roF  .ti ni nettirw si taht lla ot

dna ,suorepsorp yaw ruoy ekam lliw
.sseccus doog evah lliw uoy neht

8:1 auhsoJ

1.  Cut along outer dotted line 
of rectangle containing memory 
verse and cut out inner window.
2.  Color sun, moon, and stars.  
Cut along outer dotted line of 
circle. 
3.  Punch a holes where indi-
cated on the rectangle and the 
circle.
4.  Using a brad, attach the 
circle to the back of the rect-
angle aligning holes.  
5.  The pictures on the circle 
should show through the win-
dow representing day and night 
when turned.




