
Lesson 213

John The Baptist

Luke 3:1-22



MEMORY VERSE
LUKE 3:3
“And he went into all the region around the Jordan,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of
sins,”

WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
As many 6" wide poster board (or construction paper) circles
prepared before class, poster board (or construction paper) arrows,
and brads as the number of children in your class.

A large piece of butcher paper with a "fruitless" tree drawn on it,
tape, and nine fruit-shaped pieces of paper with the words "love,"
"joy," "peace," "longsuffering," "kindness," "goodness,"
"faithfulness," "gentleness," and "self-control" written on them.

ATTENTION GRABBER!

"180 Degree Turn-around"
Using poster board, prepare as many 6" wide circles and 3" long
arrows as the number of children in your class.

Draw a horizontal line through the center of the circle.  Have the
children mark "God's Will" at the top of the circle and "My Will" at
the bottom.

Attach the arrow to the center of the circle with a brad.  Have each
child put their name on the back of their "dial" and set them aside
for use later in the class.



LESSON TIME!
Remember when we learned that God blessed Zacharias and
Elizabeth with a miraculous baby?  Do you remember the baby's
name?  His name was John.  God had a very special purpose for his
life.  John was to be the forerunner or herald for Jesus.  What does
a forerunner do?  John was going before Jesus to announce His
coming and prepare the way ahead of time.

John grew up into a man.  He was the last of the prophets, and God
gave him a special message.  His message was, "Repent!"  Who
knows what "repent" means?  Repentance is when we see our sin as
God does, have sorrow for it, and turn away from it.  Sin is
rebellion against God; it is choosing my way over God's way,
missing the mark, doing wrong instead of right.  Romans 3:23 tells
us that we are all sinners.

Let's take a look at the ministry of repentance that this final
prophet spoke about just before Jesus began His public ministry.

LUKE 3:1-2
N ow  in  the  f i f t een th  year  o f  the  re i gn  o f  T iber iu s
Caesar ,  Pon t iu s  Pi l at e  be ing gov ernor  o f  J u dea,  Herod
being t e t rarc h  o f  Gal i l ee ,  h i s  bro ther  Ph i l ip  t e t rarc h
of  I tu rea and  the  region  o f  Trac hon i t i s ,  and  Lysan ias
t e t rarc h  o f  Abi l ene ,

Wh i l e  Annas  and  Cai ap has  w ere  h i gh  p r i es t s ,  t he
w ord  o f  God  c am e to  J ohn  the  son  o f  Z ac har i as  in  the
w i ldernes s .

These verses have more in them for us than just a list of hard-to-
pronounce names.  God is revealing something important to us.  All
of these rulers thought they were masters of their world, but they
were in truth just rebellious, immoral people who missed out on
what God had for them.  The Bible tells us that God passes all of



these "important" men by and that "the word of God came to John
the son of Zacharias."  The Word of God passed the emperor, the
governor, the tetrarchs, and the priests and came instead to a
simple man named John, living in the wilderness.

God's Word did not go to Rome or even Jerusalem.  It came to the
wilderness.  What is a "wilderness?”  The "wilderness" symbolizes
the world's spiritual and moral condition at that time.  The world
is spiritually dry and needs God’s Word to refresh them.  The
people and leaders of that day needed to turn from their own ways
to God's way.  They needed to repent.  The fact that God sent His
word to John in the wilderness shows that He cared for even these
rebellious people.  He was bringing Jesus on the scene to save man
from his sin and rebellion.  What a loving and kind thing to do!
Romans 2:4 tells us that God’s goodness leads us t o
repentance.  He's so good to me in spite of my sin that I want to
repent!

LUKE 3:3-6
And  he  w en t  in to  al l  t he  region  arou nd  the  J ordan ,
p reac h ing a bap t i sm  o f  rep en tanc e  f or  the  rem i s s i on
of  s in s ,

as  i t  i s  w r i t t en  in  the  book  o f  the  w ords  o f  I s ai ah  the
p rop het ,  s ay ing:  "The  v o i c e  o f  one  c ry ing in  the
w i ldernes s :  'Prep are  the  w ay  o f  the  LORD ; M ake  Hi s
p aths  s t rai gh t .

Ev ery  v al l ey  shal l  be  f i l l ed  And  ev ery  m ou ntain  and
h i l l  brou gh t  l ow ;  The  c rooked  p l ac es  shal l  be  m ade
s t rai gh t  And  the  rou gh  w ays  sm ooth ;
And  al l  f l esh  shal l  s ee  the  sal v at i on  o f  God . '"

John, who had probably been in the desert for about ten years, left
the wilderness to proclaim God's Word.  He knew that God’s
goodness leads us to repentance.  



John was waking the people up to the fact that they were sinners.
His ministry was to get the people to see their sin and repent so
they would be ready to receive the salvation of Jesus Christ.

"Sleeping" Game
Pick one child in the class to "wake-up" the other children.

Have the rest of the class pretend to be asleep, either in their chairs
or on the ground.  Do not discourage those children that are harder
to "wake-up"; it adds to the object lesson.

Explain to the class that this was John the Baptist's ministry.  God
sent him to wake the people up spiritually; some people were more
willing to be awakened than others.

LUKE 3:7-9
Then  he  said  t o  the  m u l t i tu des  that  c am e ou t  t o  be
bap t i z ed  by  h im , "Brood  o f  v ip ers ! Who w arned  you
to  f l ee  f rom  the  w rath  t o  c om e?

"Theref ore  bear  f ru i t s  w or thy  o f  rep en tanc e ,  and  do
not  begin  t o  s ay  t o  you rse l v es ,  'We hav e  Abraham  as
ou r  f ather . '  For  I  s ay  t o  you  that  God  i s  abl e  t o  rai s e
u p  c h i ld ren  t o  Abraham  f rom  these  s t ones .

"And  ev en  now  the  ax  i s  l a id  t o  the  root  o f  the  t rees .
Theref ore  ev ery  t ree  w h i c h  does  not  bear  good  f ru i t
i s  c u t  dow n  and  th row n  in to  the  f i re ."

When John looked out at the crowd, he saw some of the religious
leaders called Sadducees and Pharisees. John spoke very strongly
to them because these men felt that they did not need to repent,



that they were righteous without God.  He called them the children
of snakes.  He knew that these men would try to stop others from
repenting and preparing their hearts for Jesus.

God loved even these hard-hearted men, but until they repented,
they could not have true fellowship with God.  It was not enough
for the religious leaders to say they repented; they had to mean it
in their hearts.  If they truly repented, their lives would bear good
fruit.  We, also, need to make sure we are repenting in our heart--
only then can we truly follow Jesus and bear good fruit.  These men
thought they were in fellowship with God because they were
related to Abraham.  John told them that God doesn't accept
people because of who they are related to; He accepts those who
have repented and turned to Jesus.

The Fruit of the Spirit
Have "Fruit" in the form of paper cut in fruit shapes with the words
"love," "joy," "peace," "longsuffering," "kindness," "goodness,"
"faithfulness," "gentleness," and "self-control" written on them.

Read Galatians 5:22-23 to the class:

GALATIAN S  5:22-23
Bu t  the  f ru i t  o f  the  S p i r i t  i s  l ov e ,  j oy ,  p eac e ,
l ongsu f f er ing,  k indnes s ,  goodnes s ,  f ai th f u lnes s ,

gen t l enes s ,  s e l f -c on t ro l .  Again s t  su c h  there  i s  no  l aw .

Pick children to come up and glue the "fruit" on to a "fruitless" tree
drawn on a large piece of butcher paper.  Explain that this is the
"fruit" God produces in our lives. When we abide in Him it remains
and shows others that we belong to Him.



LUKE 3:10-14
S o  the  p eop le  asked  h im , s ay ing,  "What  shal l  w e  do
then?"

He answ ered  and  said  t o  them , "He  w ho  has  tw o
tu n i c s ,  l e t  h im  giv e  t o  h im  w ho  has  none ;  and  he  w ho
has  f ood ,  l e t  h im  do  l i kew i se ."

Then  t ax  c o l l ec tor s  al so  c am e to  be  bap t i z ed ,  and
said  t o  h im , "Teac her ,  w hat  shal l  w e  do?"

And  he  said  t o  them , "Co l l ec t  no  m ore  than  w hat  i s
ap p o in t ed  f or  you ."

L ikew i se  the  so ld i er s  asked  h im , s ay ing,  "And  w hat
shal l  w e  do?"  S o  he  said  t o  them , "D o  not  in t im idat e
anyone or  ac c u se  f al s e ly ,  and  be  c on ten t  w i th  you r
w ages ."

The other people listening to John asked him, "What shall we do
then?"  He gave all of them the same answer.  No matter what they
were doing, they needed to be doing it with unselfish love.  John
was telling them to give to others.  He was telling them Jesus'
message of love.

In other words, when we truly repent and have a relationship with
Jesus there will be certain things evident in our lives.  We will
become different people than we were before.  This fruit is the
evidence of our repentance.  We cannot say that we have repented
and turned away from sin unless we have really stopped doing that
sin and have begun doing what the Lord would have us to do.



The "Sharing" Game
When you say go, have the children in the class trade something
that belongs to them with someone else in the class.  The items can
be shoes, necklaces, hair barrettes, or even Bibles.  Explain that the
items will all be returned at the end of the game.  This activity may
get kind of crazy; so be prepared to use your "attention getting"
signal.

Explain to the class that Jesus wants us to share with others in His
body so He can meet all of our needs.  Ask some of the children
what they shared, and who they shared it with.

LUKE 3:15-18
N ow  as  the  p eop le  w ere  in  exp ec t at i on ,  and  al l
reasoned  in  the i r  hear t s  abou t  J ohn ,  w hether  he  w as
the  Chr i s t  or  not ,

J ohn  answ ered ,  s ay ing t o  al l ,  " I  i ndeed  bap t i z e  you
w i th  w ater ;  bu t  One  m igh t i er  than  I  i s  c om ing,  w hose
sandal  s t rap  I  am  not  w or thy  t o  l oose .  He  w i l l  bap t i z e
you  w i th  the  Ho ly  S p i r i t  and  f i re .

"Hi s  w innow ing f an  i s  in  Hi s  hand ,  and  He  w i l l
thorou gh ly  c l ean  ou t  Hi s  th resh ing f l oor ,  and  gather
the  w heat  in to  Hi s  barn ;  bu t  the  c haf f  He  w i l l  bu rn
w i th  u nqu enc hable  f i re ."

And  w i th  m any  o ther  exhor t at i ons  he  p reac hed  to
the  p eop le .

When people heard John talk, they started to think that he might
be the Messiah.  John set them straight.  He stated very clearly that
he was just the forerunner.  He let them know that he had a
message from God about repentance.  He also let them know that
he only baptized with water, which is a symbol of a changed mind.



He told them, however, that the Christ was coming and He would
baptize with fire.  In other words, Jesus would not just bring a
change of mind, but a change of nature.

John's baptism still left people helpless and hopeless, even though
their mind had changed about sin.  Jesus would come and baptize
with the Holy Spirit, which produces a change in our nature.  We
need to have a change of mind before we are ready to have the Holy
Spirit change our nature.  God loves us; God’s goodness leads u s
to repentance.

The "Metamorphosis" Game
Tell the children about the life cycle of a butterfly.  Explain that a
butterfly starts out as a tiny egg that hatches a caterpillar.  The
caterpillar eventually spins a cocoon and comes out a beautiful
butterfly.

Have one or two children act out the cycle of metamorphosis.
They could start out curled up in a ball, like a little egg, and then
"hatch."  They should "crawl" around on the ground without the
use of their arms like a caterpillar.  After a little while, have them
lie still like a mummy, then come out of their "cocoons" like a
butterfly.  They can pretend to fly around the room and gently
"land" on some of the other children.

Explain that Jesus transforms us completely.  He makes us a new
creature, just like the caterpillar turns into a butterfly.  He does not
just change our mind; He changes our nature!  Only God can do
that!

LUKE 3:19-20
Bu t  Herod  the  t e t rarc h ,  be ing rebu ked  by  h im
c onc ern ing Herod ias ,  h i s  bro ther  Ph i l ip 's  w i f e ,  and
f or  al l  t he  ev i l s  w h i c h  Herod  had  done ,al so  added
th i s ,  abov e  al l ,  t hat  he  shu t  J ohn  u p  in  p r i son .



Herod put John in prison because John was bold enough and loving
enough to tell Herod the truth about his sins.  Herod did not want
to be told to repent.  He put John away so he did not have to listen
to him anymore.  When God's Holy Spirit lovingly points out our
sin and calls us to repentance, do we listen and choose to change
our mind and ask God for His cleansing and forgiveness?  Or do we
want to do what Herod did and shut out the voice of the Lord from
our ears?  Remember God loves you enough to tell you the truth
about sin, and God’s goodness leads us to repentance.

LUKE 3:21-22
When  al l  the  p eop le  w ere  bap t i z ed ,  i t  c am e to  p as s
that  J esu s  al so  w as  bap t i z ed ;  and  w h i l e  He  p rayed ,
the  heav en  w as  op ened .

And  the  Ho ly  S p i r i t  desc ended  in  bod i l y  f orm  l i ke  a
dov e  u p on  Him , and  a v o i c e  c am e f rom  heav en  w h i c h
said ,  "You  are  M y be lov ed  S on ;  in  You  I  am  w el l
p l eased ."

Jesus comes to be baptized.  It was His public commitment to His
Messianic office.  Luke lets us know that Jesus, after He was
baptized, was praying.  He was showing His dependence, His
adoration, His worship, and His submission to God the Father.  

The Holy Spirit, in all of His holiness, came down from Heaven
upon the Lord Jesus.  In the Bible the dove is a symbol of
harmlessness and sacrifice.  God, who could have stayed far away
from us and our sin came down upon Jesus at His baptism to show
that Jesus was His provision to draw us back close to Him.  He loves
us; God’s goodness leads us to repentance.

God spoke at Jesus’ baptism where He, was praying.  The heavens
opened, the Spirit descended upon Him, and God's voice spoke,
literally saying, "You are My Son, the Beloved.  In You I have found



delight."  Jesus was perfect.  Everything in His life, His thoughts, His
speech, His deeds, and His walk had filled God's heart with
satisfaction.  

The next three and a half years of His life would also bring God
delight as Jesus went on to complete His purpose.  In Jesus Christ,
we can be reborn and have a new nature.  We can choose today to
receive His loving call to repentance and to accept Him as our
Savior.  If you have not yet done this, you can do it right now
because God’s goodness leads us to repentance.

"180 Degree Turn-around"
Refer the children to their "dials."

Explain that when we repent our hearts do a 180-degree turn-
around.  We turn away from our sin to God's way, His will and His
desire for our lives.

IDEAS FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
Use the theme God is good.  Think of different examples of how
God is good to us.  For example, God gives us our families, our
homes, our clothes, and our food.  He also gave us His Son, Jesus.
Bring some examples to show the class the different ways that God
is good to us.  You can allow the children to make block houses.
Bring a couple of items of clothing to show them, or allow the
children to take turns playing dress up.  You could also bring a
couple of food items to demonstrate how that the Lord provides
food.

Play a simple game of follow the leader to show that we should
follow God because He is good to us and loves us.



PRAYER
Lead the children in a prayer of salvation, allowing those who have
never asked Him into their lives to come in.  Be sure to include the
steps of repentance, recognizing sin, asking the Lord to forgive, and
turning from the ways of self to the ways of God.




